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Geneva, Switzerland
9 October 2024
Children’s Rights in Lebanon
DCI states:
Defence for Children International (DCI) stands with all children whose rights are violated and
who are affected by Israel's so-called pre-emptive attacks in Lebanon. DCI stands in solidarity

with its member organisation Defence for Children International — Lebanon for its work over
the last decade to defend and promote the rights of children in Lebanon.

Armed conflicts inflict profound harm upon children. Despite the special protection that should
be afforded to all children by international law, including their very right to survival, all too often,
they are terrorised by ineffective warnings to flee, forcibly displaced, detained, killed, orphaned,
maimed, attacked, abducted, injured, traumatised, made homeless and internally displaced.
They are deprived of liberty, of safety, of medical care, food, and water; they are exploited, or
otherwise drawn directly into conflict. The repercussions extend to those who survive but
endure the loss of parents, family members, friends, and bear witness to catastrophic and
extremely traumatising events.

In addition, Israel has unlawfully used white phosphorus and depleted uranium in densely
populated and agricultural areas. This situation critically undermines the health of children and
poses significant threats to long-term livelihoods in the affected region.

All children affected by armed conflicts must enjoy full protection and care in compliance with
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocols (particularly the
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children
in Armed Conflict, 2002) and other relevant international standards as laid down in international
humanitarian law. They must be able to enjoy their inherent right to life and be fully prepared
to live an individual life in society and be brought up in the spirit of the ideals proclaimed in the
Charter of the United Nations, and, in particular, in the spirit of peace, dignity, tolerance,
freedom, equality and solidarity. Furthermore, as reiterated in article 38 of the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child, International Humanitarian Law (IHL) establishes clear rules,
including on the obligation to ensure protection and care of children.

The situation in Lebanon is escalating day by day. As of 7 October, Israel’s offensive since 23
September has killed 1,450 people, including more than 100 children. Seven thousand five
hundred people were injured. Over 1.2 million people have been forcibly displaced, including
more than 345,000 children.

Israel’'s rhetoric around Hezbollah’s use of human shields, as well as genocidal views
expressed by members of the government, should have triggered robust protective action for
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Lebanon by the international community. Instead, Israel’'s Gaza playbook is being repeated
unperturbed in Lebanon.

This is not the first time that Israel has attacked Lebanon. Israel first invaded Lebanon in 1978
during Operation Litani. The 1982 invasion followed, leading to three years of battles and
massacres, ultimately reaching Beirut. Israel withdrew and established the Blue Line, taking
control of land between 1985 and 2000. It then invaded Lebanon again during the July War in
2006.

DCI strongly condemns:

1.

The killing of civilians and children by all parties to this conflict and all violations of
International Humanitarian Law.

Israel’s indiscriminate military attacks against the Lebanese people, including children, and
their forced internal displacement.

The systematic destruction of civilian infrastructure, including schools and hospitals, thus
preventing the victims of the Israeli aggression, especially children, to access assistance,
protection and care they need.

The unlawful use of white phosphorus (harmful to humans by all routes of exposure and
causing soil acidification) and depleted uranium (a toxic chemical and a radiation health
hazard) in densely populated and agricultural areas.

DCI calls for:

An immediate and permanent ceasefire, to be monitored by an independent
international body.

An immediate end to violations of international humanitarian law and human rights
law, including children’s rights violations. All those responsible for the
indiscriminate attacks and other war crimes against civilians, including children,
must be held criminally accountable and seen to be held accountable.

A new accountability system to be put in place to end impunity for these crimes and
to prevent future atrocities.

Immediate humanitarian assistance for all internally displaced civilians, with special
attention to the specific rights and needs of children.

A ban on weapons sales and transfers to Israel.

As Israel’s offensive in Lebanon is inextricably linked to its genocide against the
Palestinian people, the international community must take responsibility for its
failures in Gaza and the West Bank and urgently bring about a ceasefire in Gaza and
end the illegal occupation of Palestinian territory.

Special protection and care to be assured for the orphaned and/or wounded children
with no surviving family.

The tolerance or even encouragement of war crimes and violations of International
Humanitarian Law (including through the sale of arms or military aid) to be
acknowledged as a collective and indelible stain on the international community and
partnership in crimes.

The States which declare themselves to be steadfast partners or allies of Israel,
irrespective of violations of children’s rights, war crimes and crimes against
humanity, to hold Israel to the same standards as all other nations and themselves
to be held accountable for their participation in war crimes, violations of human
rights and genocide.
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Listen to the voice of Mohammad, a Lebanese child twice displaced in the south
of Lebanon, at the ongoing session of the Human Rights Council: Statement
delivered at HRC57 on Panel discussion on _guality education for peace and
tolerance for every child - Defence for Children International

Resources

e UNICEF Lebanon
e https://www.unocha.org/lebanon

e Statement by the Humanitarian Coordinator for Lebanon, Imran Riza, on the attacks
against healthcare in Lebanon, 3 October 2024 | OCHA (unocha.orqg)

e Lebanon: At a Glance - Escalation of hostilities in Lebanon, as of 1 October 2024 | OCHA
(unocha.orq)

e For a particular focus on children and to learn more about their work, visit Defence for
Children International — Lebanon’s website

o Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russell on the situation in Lebanon
(30 September 2024)

o UNRWA Situation Report #1 on the Lebanon Emergency Response | UNRWA
e Unifil statement https://unifil.unmissions.org/unifil-statement-8

e Joint statement by Eurochild and CRIN.

e UN Security Council Resolution 1701 (2006)

e The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

For more information:

Alex Kamarotos, Executive Director, Defence for Children International
+33 607028641 (mobile or WhatsApp) or +41 76 625 82 44
director@defenceforchildren.org, communications@defenceforchildren.org
X (former “Twitter”): @DClsecretariat, @DCldirector

Khaled Quzmar, president@defenceforchildren.org

Make a donation NOW TO SUPPORT LEBANESE CHILDREN!

ADVOCATE FOR CHILDREN’S RIGHTS IN LEBANON
AND AROUND THE WORLD
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UNICEF Lebanon
° https://www.unocha.org/lebanon
Statement by the Humanitarian Coordinator for Lebanon, Imran Riza, on the attacks against
healthcare in Lebanon, 3 October 2024 | OCHA (unocha.org)

° Lebanon: At a Glance - Escalation of hostilities in Lebanon, as of 1 October 2024 | OCHA
(unocha.org)
° For a particular focus on children and to learn more about their work, visit Defence for

Children International — Lebanon’s website
. Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russell on the situation in Lebanon (30
September 2024)
UNRWA Situation Report #1 on the Lebanon Emergency Response | UNRWA
Unifil statement https://unifil.unmissions.org/unifil-statement-8
Joint statement by Eurochild and CRIN .
UN Security Council Resolution 1701(Y+ * 1)
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
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